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Proponents of mandatory voting seem to
believe that if we force people to participate,

all that ails American elections will be cured.
That misses the real problems. Instead of making elections
mandatory, we should make them more c;ompetitive, because
nothing increases voter turnout more
than giving voters meaningful, signifi-
cant choices.

There are simple ways to accomplish
that. For starters, we should eliminate
the ability of Democrats and Republicans
to design “safe” election districts—those
where their own pariy holds a lopsided majority—for them-
selves and their allies. Only in the U.S. are sitting fegislators
given the power to create election districts that help them
get re-alected; the practice is called gerrymandering.

Second, states should consider open political prima-
ries in which independents—voters nof registered with a
political party-—can vote in the primary of their choice.
Broadening the primary electorate to include indepen-
dents could generate more centrist candidates and make
general elections more competitive,
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Developed countries with the
highest percentage of voting-age
population that cast ballots in the

most recent national efection

1. Belgium* 87%
2. Turkey* 6%
3. Sweden 83%
4. Denmark 82%
5. Australia* 81%
6. South Korea 80%
7. lceland 80%
8. Morway 78%
9. lsrael 76%

10. Mew Zealand 73%

31, United States  54%

*Countries with mandatory voting

SOURCE: PEW RESEARCH CENTER:
FIGURES ROUNDED

Finally, we need public financing of efections. The most
difficult task challengers face is raising enough money to
become widely known. Public financing—using taxpayer
money to fund political campaigns—would ensure that credible
challengers have access to the rescurces they need to make

more races competifive. Some states
- and focalities are adopting public

financing, and Congress should teo.

Of the various proposals for reform-
ing our election system, mandatory
voting is one of the least plausible
ideas. Americans take their freedoms

very seriously, and the idea of requiring them to do some-
thing—especially something as important and personal ds
voting—runs deeply against the grain of our political culture.

Fercing people to participate does nothing to make our
system more democratic. A healthy democracy requires
competitive elections in which voters perceive something
meaningful is at stake. Make that happen and increased

_voter participation will follow, «

—=RICK PILDES
Professor of Law, New York University School of Law
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